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FKOCEEDINGS 


OP    A 


TOWN    M  E  ET  I 


OF 


CITIZENS  OF  BALTIMORE, 


RELATIVE   TO   THE 


CITY  PASSEJ^GER  RAILWAY  COMPANY. 


PROCEEDINGS. 


Whereas,  By  the  combination  and  use  of  means  and  influ- 
ences offensive  to  right  and  propriety,  Jonathan  Brock  and  his 
associates,  non-residents  of  this  cit}^,  did  obtain  from  the  City 
Council  ot  Baltimore,  an  imperfect  ordinance  under  which  they 
proceeded  to  lay  down  city  passenger  railways  in  this  city  ; 
and  ivJiereas,  under  the  said  ordinance,  by  the  pretended  in- 
formality of  one  section,  the  citizens  of  Baltimore  were  utter- 
ly excluded  from  all  participation  in  the  capital  stock,  and 
control  of  the  enterprise  and  the  project  was  thereby  establish- 
ed in  the  form  of  an  exclusive  monopoly  ;  and  ichereas,  the 
said  Brock  and  his  associates,  did  in  the  face  of  municipal  pro- 
test, occupy  a  considerable  portion  of  our  streets  in  the  prose- 
cution of  their  work,  and  in  the  accomplishment  of  the  same, 
have  acted  in  defiance  of  the  popular  sentiment  and  will,  and 
resorted  to  means  derogatory  to  our  honor  as  citizens  and  sub- 
versive of  our  rights,  immumities  and  the  franchise  of  the 
soil ;  and  zvhereas,  the  said  Brock  and  his  colleagues  are  now 
before  the  Legislature  of  Maryland  applicants  for  abill  confirm- 
ing them  in  possession  and  control,  which  they  have  thus 
monopolized  ;  a7id  whereas,  the  Senate  of  Maryland  has  by  ist 
official  action,  to  our  profoundregret,  mortification  andalarm, 
passed  the  bill  confirming  the  possession  of  said  parties,  and 
enlarging  their  privileges  ;  Ajid  whereas,  should  this  section 
be  also  confirmed,  and  enacted  into  a  law  by  the  Idouse  of 
Delegates,  we  shall  be  subject  for  fifteen  years,  and  perhaps 
forever,  to  an  odious  monopoly,  an  exacting  power,  an  irre- 
sponsible system  of  taxation,  and  a  maximum  fare  for  the  use 
of  passenger  railways  in  our  streets  ;  Therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  by  the  people  of  Baltimore,  in  Town  Meeting  us- 


sembled,  on  this  25th  day  of  February,  Anno  Domini  1860. 
that  we  do  earnestly  protest  against  the  whole  of  the  proceed- 
ings action  and  usurpation  of  Jonathan  Brock  and  his  associ- 
ates,from  the  time  they  approached  our  city  with  covert  pur- 
poses, thus  to  dispossess  and  supersede  us  in  our  rights  and 
property,  to  this  hour. 

Kesolved,  That  we  claim  a  primary  and  indefeasible  right 
to  the  use,  and  possession  of  our  own  streets,  for  our  own 
benefit  and  service,  and  whether  for  ordinary  purposes,  or  for 
railway  accommodation,  against  the  arrogant  pretensions  of 
any  citizen  or  citizents  of  any  other  State  of  the  Union. 

Eesolved,  That  we  possess  the  capital  to  build  and  stock 
cit}''  railways  in  Baltimore,  and  that  it  is  a  degrading  impu- 
tation, against  the  resources,  and  the  enterprise  of  our  citi- 
zens, to  imply  that  the  capital  and  the  enterprise  of  any  other 
city  have  ever  been  desirable  for  the  purpose. 

Kesolved,  That  we  can  supply  ourselves  with  railway  ac- 
commodations, to  any  extent,  and  at  a  three  cent  fare. 

Kesolved,  That  we  are  in  this;  as  in  every  other  public 
matter,  especially  jealous  of  our  righte  as  Southerners,  when 
they  are  invaded  by  sinister  and  dishonorable  means  by 
northern  men,  who  are  more  than  suspected  of  hostility  to 
our  institutions. 

Kesolved,  That  we  have  an  abiding  faith  in  the  ]3urpose  of 
the  Legislature  to  deal  honestly,  and  when  duly  enlightened 
as  to  the  interests  and  wishes  of  the  people  to  legislate  only 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  them  out  ;  and  that  while  we  de- 
plore the  action  of  the  Senate,  under  the  misrepresentations 
of  our  enemies,  we  earnestly  trust  that  the  members  will  yet 
enjoy  and  improve  an  opportunity  to  establish  themselves  in 
the  affections  and  confidence  of  our  own  people  whilst  rebu- 
king the  mercenary  ambition  of  strangers  to  our  soil  and  ju- 
risdiction. 

Kesolved,  That  the  House  of  Delegates,  be  and  are  hereby 
earnestly,  rcspectfull37^  and  urgently  entreated  to  stand  man- 
fully and  firmly  by  the  rights  and  interests  of  the  peoj^le  of 
Baltimore  ;  and  in  their  behalf  to  approve  and  enact  some 
one  of  the  bills  now  before  them,  other  than  the  Brock  bill, 
which  Ave  solemnly  protest  against  under  any  possible  modi- 
fication. 

Resolved,  That  the  Legislature  of  Maryland,  which  has 
already  acted  so  nobly  in  restoring  the  desecrated  immunities 
and  franchises  of  the  city,  Avill  claim  our  enduring  gratitude 
by  rebuking  the  insolcucr  of  a  foreign  corporation,  and  con- 


suiting  the  greatest  good  of  the  greatest  nuinher,  in  provid- 
ing railway  conveniences,  at  a  cheap  rate,  and  under  the 
control  of  our  own  citizens. 

Kesolved,  That  a  committee  of  two  hundred  citizens  pro- 
ceed to  Annapolis,  for  the  purpose  of  exposing  the  artifices  of 
our  enemies,  and  for  the  purpose  of  convincing  our  represen- 
tatives, that  with  the  exception  of  a  few  interested  parties 
and  their  agents,  the  sentiments  of  the  whole  community  are 
expressed  in  these  resolutions. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  take 
the  names  of  such  citizens  as  are  willing  to  visit  Annapolis, 
in  accordance  with  the  foregoing  resolution,  and  that  such 
citizens  who  are  here  present  be  requested  to  remain  after  the 
meeting  adjourns,  or  otherwise  signify  their  intentions. 

JOHN  B.  SEIDENSTRICKER, 

Chairman. 


COMMITTEE 
Appointed  under  the  ninth  Resolution 


James  I.  Barton. 
Chas.  M.  Miles, 
Jolin  L.  Trego. 
Jolin  H.  Bride, 
A.  H.  Jenkins, 
Wm.  M.  Woods, 
Frank  Lipj), 
0.  Knight, 
Jas.  M.  Morrison, 
Alex.  Hamel, 
James  Legue, 
William  S.  Gross, 
G.  W.  Daviz, 
Wm.  Leach, 
William  Swearer. 
D.  L.  Crise, 
Hy.  C.  Wagner, 
John  H.  Legg, 
W.  Lams, 
George  Evans, 
Thos.  J.  Rusk, 
Wm.  J.  Maddax. 
C.  W.  Wright,   ' 
Wm.  H.  Herming, 
Geo.  Daft, 
Thomas  Streett^ 
T.  E.  Hambleton, 
Andrew  H.  Brawson, 
James  M.  Lswis, 
Roht.  Gwynn, 
Chas.  F.  Dobin, 
Benj.  Eobins, 
J.  Burne, 
C.  Davie  Irelan. 
Thos.  H.  Fitzgerald, 
Wm.  M.  Ives, 
Cowley  T.  Lumby, 
John  H.  Cruse, 
Jas.  McCurdv. 
C.  J.  Steelt, 


Wm.  Canby, 
E.  »S.  Heath ^ 
John  W.  McCoy, 
George  Merrvman. 
John  W.  Hurst, 
Nat.  J.  Thomas, 
Wm.  Dean, 
Richard  Armeger, 
Jas.  McDougall, 

C.  W.  Humrichouse, 
John  Graham, 

A.  Fenton, 

J.  C.  Kicodemus, 
Elijah  Stansbury, 
J.  H.  Meisel, 
John  G.  Medinger, 
Charles  Merry  man. 
W.  H.  Johnson, 
J.  Irvin  Smith, 
Peter  G.  Sauerwein. 

D.  K.  Bayley, 
Alex.  E.  Burns, 
James  Fields, 
J.  S.  Johnson, 
Wm.  P.  Leightner, 
James  H.  Faucett, 
Lewis  Martin, 

W.  H.  Roulston, 
James  Jackson, 

B.  C.  Bibb, 
John  L.  Cator, 
James  W.  Browne, 
John  Wilery, 

R.  Sands^ 
Robt.  W.  Gale, 
J.  S.  Dorsey, 
Geo.  S.  Clogg, 
Wm.  R.  LindsaA^, 
Wm.  H.  Berrv, 
H.  N.  Hurtt, ' 


Chas.  P.  Brewer, 
J.  Chaa.  White, 
Alfred  H.  Mann, 
Wm.  Grange, 
Simon  Ward, 
J.  W.  Che^^', 
Josepli  E.  Quinlan, 
Samuel  Oliver, 
H.  F  Stickney, 
N.  F.  Blacklock, 
John  H.  Barth, 
Jos.  Jas.  Tavlor. 
John  B.  Frey, 
Stephen  Bridge, 
Felix  McCuriy, 
Levi  Hoffman, 
Wm.  Thomas, 
William  May, 
George  S.  Dayly, 
Daniel  Mackinson. 
Wm.  Stuert, 
C.  Knight, 
Thos.  J.  Phillips, 
Charles  Shipley, 
Jos.  Vansant, 
0.  H.  Carson, 
Wm.  Rogers, 
Thos.  J.  Brown. 
S.  Lord  Bridge, 
Peter  Deibes, 
John  T.  Watkins, 
John  F.  Kerns, 
A.W.  Jenkins, 
HughSisson, 
R,  Snowden  Andrews. 
H.  Sullivan, 
T.  Marten  Green, 
W.  H.  Green, 
Edwd.  Otis  Hinkley. 
R.  M.  Polk, 


J.  Douglas  Hamhleton, 
H.  Goodrich, 
Wm.  N.  Harrison, 
J.  Hanson  Thomas, 
Thos.  Pindell, 
Z.  Tarmann, 
John  J.  Frey, 
T.  N.  Hamhleton, 
J.  H.  Brown, 
Jas.  McPhail, 
Alfred  Mace, 
Henry  Taylor, 
James  M.  Anderson, 
Edward  E.  Hooper, 
Wm.  H.  Berry, 
Jos.  L.  Wheeler, 
R.  C.  Hardestv, 
L.  Sangston, 
J.  R.  Nyce, 
John  Rohson, 
C.  J.  Welch, 
Edmund  Wolf, 
Alex.  K.  Mountz, 
Lewis  Waggner, 
Philip  J.  ThomaS; 
P.  P.  Jones, 
A.  S.  Watson, 
W.  W.  Janney, 
Wm.  J.  Schmidt, 
J.  C.  Smith, 
Jacob  Pappler, 
James  M.  Jackson, 
Wm.  J.  Cockran, 
John  G.  Geghring, 
James  Sapp, 
Saml.  Smith, 
John  Stitcher, 
Jos.  B.  Escavaille. 
Wm.  B.  Brfetor. 
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